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The  trolley  passes  Saxonburg  Memorial  United  Presbyterian  Church  on  Saturday  during  the 
20th  annual  Saxonburg  Festival  of  the  Arts.  The  festival  is  open  for  noon  to  6 p.m.  today. 


Artist  Mark  Anderson  of  Tarentum  finishes 
painting  a rainbow  trout  on  antique  chair 
Saturday  at  the  festival. 


Even  Michael  Jordan  was 
impressed  with  this  year’s 
Festival  of  the  Arts. 

j A — -itd  t. 

SAXONBURG 

Bv  rob  amen 

VAUEY  NEWS  DISPATCH 

Michael  Jordan  traveled  a long  way  to  be 
at  the  Saxonburg  Festival  of  the  Arts  on 
Saturday. 

Of  course,  this  Michael  Jordan  wasn't 
the  Michael  Jordan,  but  he  nonetheless  was 
impressed  with  the  20th  rendition  of  this 
annual  gathering. 

The  Jordans,  from  Franklin  Park  — 
Michael;  his  wife,  Sheryl;  son,  Robby,  2;  and 
Roxy,  their  7-year-old  toy  fox  terrier — read 
about  the  festival  on  the  Internet  and,  being 
community  festival  enthusiasts,  decided  to 
spend  a perfect  September  afternoon  in  this 
historic  town. 

“We  like  old  towns  like  this,"  Sheryl 
Jordan  said,  while  Robby  sat  on  his  father's 
lap  and  ate  noodles  and  cabbage.  “It's  nice  to 
look  at  the  architecture.” 

There  was  plenty  to  examine  along  Main 
Street,  from  arts  and  crafts  to  antiques  and 
tables  of  free  books  being  given  away  in 
front  of  the  Saxonburg  Area  Library.  Only 
donations  were  asked  for  in  return  for  the 
books. 

Robby  and  countless  other  toddlers  being 
pushed  in  their  strollers  particularly  en- 
joyed a duck  pond  and  face-painting  station 
operated  by  the  Knoch  High  School  swim 
teams. 

Eve  Terwilliger,  8,  of  Jefferson  Township, 
made  the  most  of  her  opportunity,  opting 


Old  town  charm 
comes  alive  at  festival 
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for  a blue  butterfly  on  her  cheek. 

She  and  her  mother,  Anita 
Terwilliger,  were  on  their  way 
home  from  Eve’s  gymnastics 
practice  when  they  decided  take 
a detour  to  the  festival. 

“It’s  nice,”  Anita  said.  “You 
bump  into  people  you  know.” 

The  Crouch  clan  of  Saxon- 
burg, meanwhile,  was  dumping 
Knoch  cheerleaders  in  water 

A dunk  tank  run  by  the  cheer- 
leaders  proved  to  be  a popular 
spot  among  the  children. 

The  Crouch’s  three  kids  — 
Addis.  7;  Mikayla,  9;  and  Payne. 
4i7  MikaYla’s  friend,  8-year- 
old  Veronica  Tomlinson,  took 
turns  throwing  balls  to  the  target 
affixed  to  the  dunk  tank. 

They  had  their  share  of  suc- 
cess. Even  when  they  missed. 


other  cheerleaders  working  the 
tank  ensured  that  the  kids 
walked  away  happy,  manually 
depressing  the  target  and  dunk- 
ing then-  fellow  classmate. 

(Mikayla  and  Veronica)  are 
cheerleaders."  said  their  mother. 
Kris  Crouch.  “Some  of  the  girls 
who  teach  them  are  in  the  dunk 
tank.” 

But  Kris  wasn’t  walking  away 
empty-handed,  either,  according 
to  her  husband,  Mike. 

“She’s  coming  back  later  to 
buy  stuff."  he  said  with  a smirk. 

Asked  wherfc  he'd  be.  Mike 
smiled  and  said  not  with  her. 

"That’s  so  he  doesn’t  have  to 
carry  the  stuff,”  Kris  said. 

Then  the  family  turned  and 
jomed  the  masses  before  them. 


Rob  Amen  can  be  reached  at 
ramen@tribweb.com. 


See  Festival  • C4 
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Living 

History 


Below  Genny  Nelson,  owner  of 
the  historic  house  in  Saxonburg 
once  owned  by  Dr  Edward 
Mershon,  shows  some  of  the 
home’s  artifacts.  At  left  are 
doctor's  tools  from  a bygone 
era  and  a medicine  box.  Nel- 
son has  restored  the  home's 
interior  to  look  much  as  it 
would  have  in  Dr.  Mershon  s 


day. 
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Saxonburg  house  a snapshot  in  time 


By  TOM  VICTORIA 

Eagle  Staff  Writer 

SAXONBURG  — Entering  a two- 
story  gray  house  on  Main  Street,  a 
visitor  is  transported  back  to  the 
late  1800s,  when  Edward  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  Mershon  ran  an  old- 
fashioned  drugstore  and  doctor’s 
office. 

The  first  room,  the  drugstore,  is 
replete  with  glass  counters  and 
wooden  trim.  Crimson  carpet  lines 
the  floor. 

Among  the  jars  and  tubes  of 
medicines  and  herbs  visible  in  the 
pharmacy  is  Mershon’s  renowned 
black  salve,  an  old-fashioned  cure- 
all. 

“He  made  his  own  medicines, ’’ 
said  the  building's  current  owner 
Genny  Nelson,  who  spent  two  years 
in  the  late  1970s  restoring  the 
house. 

To  replicate  the  rooms’  original 
decor,  Nelson  relied  on  photo- 
graphs and  used  many  of  Mershon’s 
furnishings  and  medical  supplies 
still  stored  on  the  property. 

“We  were  able  to  put  it  back 
together,”  Nelson  said. 

Nelson  didn't  stop  with  restoring 
the  interior.  Several  years  ago,  she 
started  a small  group  of  historical 
re-enactors  for  private  demonstra- 
tions. 

Nelson,  82,  and  a few  friends 
dress  in  period  costumes,  re-enact- 
ing people  at  work  in  Mershon’s 
pharmacy  and  medical  practice. 

While  Nelson  narrates  the  histo- 
ry of  the  house,  another  member 
fills  orders  in  the  dispensary.  In 
the  examination  room,  the  doctor 
and  his  assistant  work  on  an 
injured  girl. 

Not  tied  to  a particular  group, 
Nelson’s  small  troupe  has  held 
demonstrations  for  people  such  as 
the  German  dignitaries  from  Saxon 
burg’s  sister  city  Muhlhausen  who 
visited  in  May 

The  Germans,  including 
Muhlhausen’*  mayor,  were  partici- 


Genny Nelson  acquired  the  Mershon  property  in  1978. 
In  addition  to  reconstructing  the  original  layout,  Nelson 
had  to  complete  some  serious  repairs  to  the  building. 


She  formerly  ran  an  antiques  store  in  the  front  of  the 
house  while  her  son  operated  a clock  shop  in  the  back. 


pating  in  a cultural  exchange 
between  the  sister  cities. 

Nancy  Paulsen,  79,  is  one  of  the 
friends  who  is  part  of  Nelson’s 
cast. 

“We  had  many  adventures  togeth 
er,"  Paulsen  said. 

Dorothy  Ringer,  77,  also  enjoys 
participating  in  historical  re-enact- 
ments. 

“It’s  a fun  way  to  enjoy  retire- 
ment,” she  said. 

Ray  Rush,  Main  Street  manager 
for  Saxonburg’s  historical  revital- 
ization and  member  of  ,Iohn  Roe 


bling’s  Historic  Saxonburg  Society, 
said  Nelson  has  created  a living 
history  museum. 

“It’s  the  most  complete,  unal- 
tered building  in  the  historic  dis- 
trict,” he  said.  i 

The  main  part  Saxonburg  s 
historic  district  extends  down  Main 

and  Rebecca  streets. 

Rush  said  there*  nothing  like 
this  living  museum  in  Butler  Coun- 
ty, lauding  Nelson  for  her  restora- 
tion and  re-enactment  efforts. 

“She  stays  true  to  history,"  Rush 
“Yon  can  see  a little  twinkle 


in  her  eyes  when  she  is  doing  it.” 

Paulsen’s  husband,  Vern,  used  to 
portray  Dr,  Mershon  in  the  demon- 
strations. He  passed  away  earlier 
this  year. 

While  the  troupe  is  temporarily 
not  doing  demonstrations,  Nelson 
hopes  to  resume  them  after  replen 
ishing  her  troupe. 

“When  we  regroup,"  Nelson  said 

On  display  inside  the  recreated 
pharmacy  are  Mershon’s  tools  of 
the  trade,  including  metal  prongs 
to  extract  bullets  and  a wooden 
stethoscope. 


To  use  the  old  stethoscope,  Mer- 
shon put  his  ear  to  the  large  cup- 
like  end  while  pressing  the  small 
base  to  a person’s  chest. 

Like  a contemporary  stetho- 
scope’s rubber  tube,  the  wooden 
instrument's  stem  is  hollow. 

A metal  device  with  a large  gear 
and  lever  sits  on  the  top  shelf.  Nel- 
son explained  the  contraption  was 
used  to  squeeze  corks  so  they 
could  plug  up  bottle  tops  after 
expanding. 

Along  with  Mershon’s  original 
metal  sign  is  one  stating  the  pre- 
ferred method  of  payment:  “Terms 
Cash.” 

The  adjoining  back  room  is 
where  Mershon  treated  patients 
needing  more  than  a dose  of  med- 
ication. 

His  original  desk  sits  to  the  side 
of  the  examining  table.  Lamps  with 
stained-glass  shades  provide  an 
amber  glow  in  the  room. 

During  his  time,  Mershon 
charged  $2  to  deliver  a baby.  The 
fee  was  $10  if  Mershon  had  to  trav- 
el far. 

“He  delivered  an  awful  lot  of 
babies,”  Rush  said. 

A mannequin  of  a child  repre- 
sents Katherine  Higgenbottom,  a 
girl  Mershon  delivered  five  years 
earlier. 

The  scene  depicts  Mershon  oper- 
ating on  the  girl’s  injured  hand 
after  it  was  caught  in  a clothes 
washer  ringer.  Despite  having  to 
rely  on  the  medical  treatments 
available  at  the  time,  Mershon  was 
able  to  save  it. 

Higgenbottom  went  on  to  become 
a painter  and  pianist.  Her  artwork 
adorns  the  walls  of  the  Mershon 
house. 

Mershon  was  a descendant  of  a 
French  immigrant  who  came  to 
America  in  1695. 

Edward  Mershon’s  branch  of  the 
family  settled  in  Lawrenceville, 
Md,  He  relocated  to  Saxonburg  in 


See  House  on  Page  C2 
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Eagle  looking  for 
local  scarecrows 

Do  you  have  a scarecrow 
in  your  garden?  if  so,  the 
Eagle  would  like  to  hear 
from  you  for  a possible 
upcoming  story  and  photo. 

To  share  your  scarecrow 
with  Eagle  readers,  call 
Sandy  Marwick  at  724-282- 
8000.  Ext.  252. 

Butler  High’s  1954 
class  plans  reunion 

Butler  High  School’s 
class  of  1954  will  hold  a 
reunion  at  5:30  p.m.  Friday 
and  July  18  at  Golden 
Gate  Restaurant,  1029  New 
Castle  Road,  Prospect. 

Contact  information  is 
still  needed  for: 

Martha  Adams  Kopie, 

Richard  Clauser,  Carol  Gille- 
spie Cius,  Raybetta  Gressly 
McCandless,  Arthur  Hauser, 
Margaret  Howard  Johnson, 
Joyce  Karns  Chambers,  Carol 
Kingsley  Sommerville,  Harry 
Lawther,  Gareth  Lewis,  Mar- 
qaret  Maddern  Snodgrass, 

Twila  McCandless  Stewart, 

Gary  McDeavit,  Kay  O’Neil 
Malinski,  Margaret  Richards, 
Jane  Ross,  Russell  Shelock, 
Janet  Waldron  Cole,  Shirley 
West  Raybuck,  Anne  Whitehill 
Irvin,  Marvin  Wilmer,  Elizabeth 
Yingling  Montgomery  and  Eliz- 
abeth Zachar  Barnes. 

For  information,  call 
Jim  at  724-282-3154,  Connie 
at  724-283-0928  or  Sue  at 
724-285-3746. 

St.  Christopher 
festival  announced 

PROSPECT  — The  St. 
Christopher  at  the  Lake 
Parish,  229  N.  Franklin  St., 
will  celebrate  its  25th 
annual  parish  festival 
from  11  a.m.  to  5 p.m.  July 
19. 

The  event  includes  a 
country  store,  games  and 
live  entertainment. 

All  profits  benefit  St. 
Christopher’s  repair  and 
improvement  projects. 

For  information,  call 
Virginia  Hall  at  724-368- 
8766. 

Free  screenings 
available  for  children 

BUTLER  TWP  — 
Lifesteps  will  conduct  free 
screenings  for  children 
from  birth  to  age  5 from  1 
to  3:30  p.m.  July  20  at 
Lifesteps  Early  Education 
Center,  383  New  Castle 
Road. 

Visits  last  about  30  min- 
utes, and  results  are  dis- 
cussed immediately.  The 
screening  checks  develop- 
ment in  playing,  talking, 
seeing,  hearing,  moving 
and  thinking. 

Appointments  are  rec- 
ommended, but  not 
required.  For  information 
or  to  schedule  an  appoint- 
ment, call  724-283-2154. 

Ext.  313  or  1-800-225-2010. 

Low-cost  clinic 
offered  for  cats 

RENFREW— The  But- 
ler County  Humane  Soci- 
ety will  offer  low-cost  spay 
or  neutering  for  cats  July 
21  at  the  facility,  1015 
Evans  City  Road. 

BCHS  will  partner  with 
Animal  Friends’  mobile 
clinic,  and  a licensed  vet- 
erinarian will  perform  the 
procedures.  Rabies  and 
distemper  vaccines, 
FELV/FIV  tests  and 
microchips  also  will  be 
available. 

Services  are  available 
by  appointment  only,  and 
payment  is  required  four 
days  in  advance.  Drop-off 
times  are  between  7:30 
and  8:30  a.m.,  and  dis- 
charge times  are  between 
5 and  6 p.m. 

For  information  or  to 
schedule,  call  the  BCHS  at 
724-789-1150. 

Chorus  hosts 
Girl’s  Night  Out 

VALENCIA  - The 
Greater  Harmony  Chorus 
will  hold  a Girl’s  Night  Out 
program  at  7 p.m.  July  21 
at  Glade  Run  Presbyterian 
Church  on  Pittsburgh  Road 

The  evening  of  singing, 
entertainment  and  refresh 
ments  is  open  to  women 
and  girls  of  all  ages. 

For  information,  call 
412487  1765,  e mail 
greaterharmonyfJhotmail.c 
oa  111  viait  www, greater 

harmony.org. 
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1879,  buying  two  acres. 

Starting  a medical  practice 
in  the  German  town  wasn't 
easy. 

“It  was  really  difficult  to 
blend  in,"  Nelson  said. 

Rush  said  the  resettled  Ger 
mans  took  notice  of  the 
French  doctor  who  built  a 
house  with  a Victorian-influ- 
enced architecture. 

“He  stood  out  in  many 
ways,”  Rush  said.  “It  was 
really  the  talk  of  the  town." 

Decades  after  the  doctor 
won  over  Saxonburg’s  German 
immigrants,  he  still  helped 
people.  Having  vision  trouble 
in  his  later  years,  he  gave 
verbal  instructions  to  his  son, 
Edward. 

“They  lived  well  into  their 
90s,"  Nelson  said  about  Dr. 
Mershon  and  his  wife,  who 
both  died  in  1937. 

Nelson  first  spotted  the 
Mershon  home  in  1975  after 
she  and  her  second  husband, 
the  late  Andrew  Nelson,  rent- 
ed the  adjacent  house  to  open 
an  antique  shop. 

“I  saw  a beautiful,  neglect- 
ed building,”  she  said. 

Then-owner  Edna  Mershon, 
Dr.  Mershon’s  daughter,  had 
become  a recluse  roughly  40 
years  earlier. 

Trained  to  be  a school 
teacher,  Edna  Mershon  never 
married.  Before  the  modern 
era,  teachers  were  let  go  once 
they  married. 

“Her  place  was  at  home,” 
Nelson  said. 

Although  Edna  Mershon  did 
not  become  a teacher,  she  still 
remained  single,  closing  her- 
self off  from  the  world  when 
her  brother,  Edward,  married 
and  moved  to  Florida. 

“Her  world  stopped,”  Nel- 
son said.  “Her  life  became 
stagnant.” 

After  seeing  the  dilapidated 
house's  condition,  Nelson  was 
determined  to  save  it.  She 
started  by  sprucing  up  the 
unkempt  lawn. 

“I  kind  of  sneaked  over  and 
mowed  her  lawn,”  Nelson 
said. 

Edna  Mershon  didn’t  appre- 
ciate the  overture. 

“She  said,  ‘You’ll  make  my 
taxes  go  up,”’  Nelson  said. 

Eventually,  Mershon 
warmed  up  to  Nelson  and  the 
younger  woman  ended  up  tak- 
ing care  of  her. 

After  Edna  Mershon  died  in 
1977,  the  Nelsons  bought  the 
house  a year  later. 

Although  Mershon  had  long 
ago  taken  down  the  store 
counters  and  medicine  cabi- 
nets, she  stored  many  of  the 
items  in  a small  stable 
behind  the  building. 

In  addition  to  reconstruct- 
ing the  original  store  layout. 
Nelson  had  to  repair  the 
building. 

Even  parts  of  the  ceiling 
had  fallen  in. 

“It  was  a lot  of  hard  work,” 
Nelson  said-.  “It  was  destined 
for  the  bulldozer.” 

Nelson  relocated  the 
antiques  store  to  the  front  of 
the  Mershon  house  while  her 
son  ran  a clock  shop  in  the 
back.  Although  Dr.  Mershon 
had  long  since  died,  people 
would  occasionally  stop  in  the 


Above,  Dorothy  Ringer,  one  of 
the  troupe  of  re-enactors  who 
are  sometimes  called  on  for 
demonstrations  at  the  Mershon 
house,  adjusts  the  display  of 
the  doctor's  room.  The  man- 
nequin of  a child  represents  a 
girl  whose  injured  hand  was 
saved  by  Dr.  Mershon.  At  right, 
re-enactor  Nancy  Paulsen  por- 
trays the  doctor’s  wife  as  she 
mixes  medicine  in  the  physi- 
cian’s former  office  in  the  home 
on  Main  Street  in  Saxonburg. 
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shop  looking  for  his  renowned 
cure-all. 

“Do  you  by  any  chance  have 
any  of  the  black  salve,”  Nel- 
son recalled  visitors  asking. 

When  her  son  closed  the 
clock  business,  Nelson  shut 
down  the  antique  store  in  2002. 

Along  with  the  first  two 
rooms,  two  other  rooms  part 
of  an  1890s  addition  and  a 
hallway  on  the  first  floor  have 
historical  decor. 

To  supplement  Mershon’s 
belongings,  Nelson  added  oth- 
er fixtures  from  that  era. 

An  old-style  furnace  sits  in 
the  third  room.  Stored  in  the 
fourth  room  are  such  relics  as 
a children’s  carriage  that 
looks  like  a miniature  horse- 
drawn  carriage,  an  old  But- 
ler’s Flyer  wagon  and  a horse- 
shaped children’s  rocker. 

After  coming  to  Saxonburg, 
Nelson  acquired  a famous 
friend:  Fred  Rogers  of  “Mis- 
ter Rogers’  Neighborhood." 

Rogers  periodically  visited 
Nelson’s  Summer  Kitchen. 

“He  was  a good  customer,” 
Nelson  said. 

Rogers  liked  buying  quilts, 
so  Nelson  made  him  a quilt 
made  of  his  doctoral  robes. 

Nelson  said  he  always  was 
“very  warm.” 

Once  Nelson  restored  the 
Mershon  house,  Rogers 
stopped  by  to  check  it  out. 

Nelson  saved  his  letter 
complimenting  her  on  the 
accomplishment. 


Historic  building 
has  ghost  stories 


Genny  Nelson’s  house  on  Saxonburg's 
Main  Street  isn’t  just  a historical  landmark, 
the  building  is  the  site  of  a few  ghost  sto- 
ries. 

Genny  has  numerous  photographs  depict- 
ing the  home’s  interior.  Each  one  has  a mys- 
terious whitish  streak  interrupting  the 
image. 

"Any  photo  we  take,  this  vortex  is  in  it,” 
she  said  about  the  ever-changing  white 
streak. 

The  eerie  photographs  aren't  the  only 
spooky  signs  of  haunting. 

Genny  said  people  who  are  sensitive  to 
the  supernatural  feel  the  presence  of 
ghosts. 

“We’ve  had  people  walk  out  of  the  build- 


ing. They  said  there’s  too  much  energy,”  she 
said. 

One  theory  is  there  are  two  men  — possi- 
bly original  building  owner  Dr.  Edward 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  Mershon  and  his 
brother  Dr.  Horatio  Lafayette  Mershon  — 
who  are  the  spiritual  forces. 

However,  a person  standing  in  one  of  the 
rooms  one  day  felt  something  short  brush 
past  his  leg.  Genny  said  that  phantom  may 
have  been  the  ghost  of  a little  boy  treated 
by  Mershon. 

Just  as  Mershon  saved  the  injured  hand 
of  a 5-year-old  girl  during  one  operation,  the 
ghostly  boy  may  have  been  another  patient. 

“We  assumed  this  little  boy  was  another 
miracle,”  Genny  said. 


DONORS  DO  JOB 


Doctor  claims  kidney  transplant  mark 


He  cites  need 
for  establishing 
organ  pools 

By  ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

BALTIMORE  - A transplant 
surgeon  who  completed  an 
unprecedented  eight  way  kid 
ney  swap  this  week  said  Tues- 
day he  believes  such  intricate, 
multistate  exchanges  can  dras- 
tically reduce  the  number  of 
patients  waiting  for  eligible 
donors. 

Dr.  Robert  Montgomery, 
chief  transplant  surgeon  at 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  and 
doctors  at  four  hospitals  in 
four  states  transplanted  eight 
kidneys  over  three  weeks  in 
what  he  called  the  largest 
chain  of  donations  in  history. 

“We  finally  beat  the  ‘Grey’s 
Anatomy’  record  for  domino 
transplants,”  Montgomery 
joked  at  a news  conference 
hours  after  the  last  in  a series 
of  surgeries  was  completed 
Monday  night.  “We  hope  this 
creates  a movement  that 
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e hope  this  creates  a movement 
that  encourages  other  transplant  centers  to 
adopt  the  model  we  used.’ 

DR.  ROBERT  MONTGOMERY 


ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

Donor  Pamela  Paulk,  55,  of  Baltimore,  embraces  transplant  sur- 
geon Dr.  Robert  Montgomery  Tuesday  at  Johns  Hopkins  Hospi- 
tal. Montgomery  said  he  and  doctors  at  other  hospitals  complet- 
ed what  is  believed  to  be  the  larqest  series  of  kidney  pool  dona- 
tion procedures  undertaken.  U 

encourages  other  transplant  plant  centers  nationwide  par 
centers  to  adopt  the  model  we  i ieipated  in  computer  model- 
used.”  ing  that  matches  donors  with 

The  donor  pool  in  the  Unit-  recipienls'  Montgomery  said, 
ed  States  could  facilitate  1,500  Multipte-kidney  transplants 
transplants  per  year  if  traits-  occur  when  several  people 


who  need  transplants  have 
friends  or  relatives  who  are 
willing  to  donate  kidneys  but 
aren’t  compatible.  A chain  of 
surgeries  is  arranged  in  which 
each  donor  is  matched  with  a 
transplant  candidate  who  they 
don’t  know  but  is  compatible 
with  the  kidney  being  given 
up.  The  chain  of  transplants 
typically  also  involve  a so- 
called  altruistic  donor,  who’s 
willing  to  give  a kidney  to  any- 
one and  is  located  through  a 
database. 

Ten  doctors  performed  16 
surgeries  on  the  eight  donors 
and  eight  recipients  at  Hop- 
kins and  at  hospitals  in  Michi 
gan,  Oklahoma  and  Missouri. 
Recipients  and  donors  were 
equally  delighted  to  be  part  of 
unique  procedure. 


“My  kidney  lives  and  pees  in 
St.  Louis  right  now,”  said  a 
teary  Pamela  Paulk,  a 55-year- 
old  donor  and  a vice  president 
of  human  resources  at  Johns 
Hopkins. 

Paulk  joined  the  group 
because  a co-worker  of  hers 
needed  a kidney  but  wasn’t 
compatible  with  hers. 

Kidneys  given  by  living 
donors  are  estimated  to  have 
double  the  longevity  of  kidneys 
taken  from  cadavers,  Mont- 
gomery said. 

Surgeons  at  Johns  Hopkins 
transplanted  six  kidneys  simul 
taneously  in  April  2008  and 
performed  a quintuple  trans 
plant  in  2006,  They  have  also 
completed  several  triple  trans 
plants. 
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Our  Towne 

By  Joe.  B rove  tie 


MnnorahL'  Mov« 


CHRISTY 

Crawl 
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„ if  r n i i • » # ./,»  mushroom  mine  on  inspection  run. 

Steven  Smkevicli , « t?ice  president  of  the  butler  County  Mushroom  rarrn  Inc.,  drives  electric  carl  1,111 


Behind  the  Scenes 

Their  Business 
Is  Mushrooming 


By  GEOFFREY  TOMB 

Post-Gozctte  stoff  y/rOcr 

A WHITE  TREASURE  buried  beneath  the 
Western  Pensylvania  landscape  is  quietly 
growing  in  darkened  limestone  caverns  north  ot 
Pittsburgh. 

There,  pearled  members  of  the  fungi  family  aie 
being  raised  into  fresh  mushrooms. 

The  Butler  County  Mushroom  Ear  m Inc., 
growers  of  Moonlight  brand  mushrooms,  operates 
two  of  the  largest  producing  mushroom  mines  in  the 
world,  one  at  West  Winfield.  Butler  County,  and  a 
second,  much  larger  mine  at  Worthington,  A r m- 
strong  County. 

Nearly  1,000  people,  mostly  female  mushroom 
pickers,  work  seven  days  a week  in  the  mines  to  har- 
vest 35  million  pounds  of  fresh  mushrooms  each 
year. 

Mushrooms  are  more  susceptible  to  diseases 
than  orchids,  according  to  Steven  Sinkevich,  t h e 
firm's  vice  president  of  engineering  who  showed  a 
Post-Gazette  reporter-photographer  team  around  the 
125-mile  underground  Worthington  facility. 


First,  in  sealed  laboratories,  mushroom  spores 
arc  spawned  in  sterilzed  rye  grain  for  eventual 
planting  into  compost  trays  made  with  pasteurized 
Kentucky  horse  manure,  Canadian  com  cobs  and 
hay. 

After  three  weeks  in  the  dark,  a layer  of  top- 
soil is  applied  to  the  trays. 

IN  ANOTHER  three  weeks,  after  watering  and 
constant  mine  temperatures  of  from  50  to  56  de- 
grees, mushrooms  begin  to  spring  up  for  picking. 
Each  mushroom  doubles  in  size  every  24  hours, 
and  trays  continue  to  produce  every  day  for  about 
40  days. 

The  picking  is  hard  work.  Pickers  earn  a mini- 
mum of  $2.84-an-hour.  Experienced  pickers  collect 
60  to  70  pounds  of  mushrooms  an  hour. 

Later  the  same  day  computers  sort,  weigh  and 
pack  the  mushrooms  and  credit  the  picker.  The 
mushrooms  then  arc  shipped  out  for  quick  delivery 
to  markets  or  food  processors  for  everything  from 
pizza  sauce  to  freshly  broiled  mushroom  caps  with 
crabmeat. 


A CHILI)  CRAWLING  — a movement  m 
beautiful  and  soul-stirring  . . . 

So  wonderful  that  when  5-year-old  Christy 
Ryder  crawled  only  a few  feet  people  in 
Brockway  almost  went  into  ecstasy.  Phones 

rang  all  over  town.  

The  word  went  porch 
to  porch.  “Christy 
crawled.  . . .!” 

Christy’s  one  of 
those  special  kids  who 
come  into  the  world 
with  brain  damage. 

She  grew  but  couldn't 
walk  or  talk  or  crawl. 

Her  parents  did  every- 
thing they  could  but 
their  child  couldn’t  move.  Then,  they  learned 
of  “patterning.”  special  exercises.  . . . 

Ahh,  but  the  exercises  are  tedious  and 
have  to  be  given  throughout  the  day  every 
day.  Too  much  for  Christy’s  parents.  The 
word  spread  throughout  Brockway  and  good 
people  started  volunteering.  And  for  the  last 
21  months  some  30  volunteers  have  been 
‘patterning’’  Christy.  Hoping,  helping, 
hoping.  . . . 

And  then  one  evening  recently  Christy  was 
lying  on  the  living  room  floor.  Her  sister  Anne, 

14,  reached  out  her  arms.  “Come  to  me, 
Christy.  Come  to  me.  . . 

And  — for  the  first  time  in  her  life  — 
Christy  crawled.  Honest,  there  was  joy  in 
Brockway.  There  was  a Happy  Chirsty  Crawl- 
ing Party  and  everything.  . . . 

Wait'll  Christy  starts  walking  — some 
day. . . . 

Disabled  Dog 

“A  chain  was  embedded  in  one  of  his  front 
legs  and  the  leg  had  to  be  amputated.”  Sandra 
Vorndran,  who  works  in  state  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Henry  X.  O’Brien's  office,  is  worried 
about  a male  Weimeraner  left  unclaimed  at 
an  Allison  Park  vet’s  office.  “It'd  be  awful 
to  have  the  poor  dog  put  away  after  what 
it  s been  through."  Anyone  who  can  give  a 
home  to  a three-legged  Weimeraner  can  reach 
Sandra  at  391-25SiL 

Good  Gift 

The  kids  and  staff  at  Children’s  Hospital 
want  to  thank  Josef  A.  Dokcs  for  an  intriguing 
art  work  he  sent  for  the  patients.  It’s  a picture 
done  on  a plaster-board  type  of  material  show- 
ing kids  playing  marbles,  rolling  a hoop,  Hy- 
ing a kite  and  dancing  around  a Maypole. 
It's  hanging  on  a wall  at  the  hospital  now  and 
everybody  linds  it  extremely  interesting. 
Dokes  did  the  work  himself. 


Bar  Barks 

Vic  May  bray  heard  a coup/e  of  guys  In  a 
New  Brighton  bar  bragging  about  their  dogs. 
One  guy  said  his  dog  could  read.  “He  went 
on  a neighbor's  porch  and  saw  a Wet  Paint 
sign  — and  he  did.”  The  other  guy  said  his 
dog  plays  the  piano  with  his  paws.  "He  reads 
music,  too  — the  footnotes.”  Rruff! 

Towne  Topics 

Margaret  Notaro  is  doing  fine  in  Mercy 
Hospital.  . . . Mrs.  Alma  Sprowles  is  coming 
along  in  South  Side  Hospital.  . . . After  28 
years  as  a Greyhound  bus  driver.  Robert  K. 
Toward  has  retired  but  still  drives  a bus  in. 
the  North  Allegheny  school  district.  . . . Mrs. 
J.  A.  Burney  and  tier  daughter  Pat,  returning 
to  Florida  from  a European  vacation,  stopped 
in  Castle  Shannon  for  a visit  . with  Mrs.  Bur- 
ney’s parents.  Mr.  and  Mrsu  ohn  Yost.  . . . 
Garfield  lost  a good  worrujr,  when  Mrs.  Ed 
(Bowtie)  Kelly  died.  . . .Thirty-three  happy 
years  together  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  D. 
Houser.  25  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Rastetter, 
25  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Organ,  25  for  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A1  Suess.  25  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steve 
Rechtorik,  25  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Browne. 
24  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  W.  Farina  and  20 
for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Rezzitano.  . . . Birth- 
day best  to  Mark  R.  Crummer.  Raymond 
Ouffv.  Shcrree  Sinopli,  Sue  McHale,  Janet 
Weller,  Michael  Berardino,  Walt  and  Millie 
Young,  Rich  Stanczak,  Robert  Hcllerman, 
John  Shayka,  Beatrice  Nicholas  and  Debra 
Murdoch.  . . . Real  nice  guy  — Bob  McCully. 
★ ★ ★ 

LAST  WORD— It  takes  two  candles  to  moke 
one  beautiful  light  in  marriage. 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiumiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiltniiiiiii 

Words  & Wisdom 

By  WILLIAM  and  MARY  MORRIS 


DEAR  WILLIAM  AND  MARY:  During  last 
month’s  Kentucky  Derby  telecast,  the 
governor  of  Kentucky  repeatedly  referred  to 
the  state  as  the  “commonwealth  of  Kentucky.” 
How  come?  I thought  it  was  a state,  just  like 
the  other  49.  — Harry  Be  vans.  Chevy  Chase, 
Md. 

A.— Four  of  the  50  states  officially  label 
themselves  “commonwealths,”  rather  than 
"states.”  They  are  Massachusetts.  Pennsyl- 
vania, Virginia  and  Kentucky.  Puerto  Rico  is 
also  officially  titled  a “commonwealth.”  At 
the  time  of  the  founding  of  the  linked  States, 
the  designation  “commonwealth”  carried  with 
it  the  implication  of  a greater  degree  of  self- 
government  than  did  “state.”  . :h 


TODAY'S  QUIZ  asks  you  to  piqK  adjetflptos 
similar  in  meaning  to  each  otheri'fFor 
each  word  in  the  numbered  list  below,  {here 
is  a word  of  nearly  the  same  meaning  (a 
synonym)  in  the  lettered  list.  If  the  word 
lettered  “A”  means  nearly  the  same  as  the 
word  numbered  “5,"  write  it  down  as  5-A. 
When  you  have  finished,  check  against  the 
answers  at  the  end  of  the  column. 


1—  Parsimonious 

2—  Latent 

3—  Lachrymose 

4—  Extraneous 

5—  Skittish 

6—  Compliant 

7—  Discordant 

8—  Ubiquitous 

9—  Disparaging 

10—  Nebulous 
ANSWERS:  I F; 

7-D;  8-E;  9-H;  10-G. 


A— Excitable 
B— Tearful 
C— Tractable 
D—  Contradictory 
K— Omnipresent 
F— Illiberal 
G— Indistinct 
H— Insulting 
I— Alien 
J— Dormant 

2- J ; 3-B;  4-1;  5-A;  8-C; 
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George  Cowan  waters  compost  tray  which  mushrooms  have  been  planted. 
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10.  Lehar,  Schubert,  Chopin,  Lizst,  and  von 
Suppe. 

11.  General  Slocum,  Hindenburg,  Sultana, 
Kickermaru,  and  Empress  of  Ireland. 

12.  Andrew  J.  Volstead,  Elilabeth  Canning, 
Charlie  Ross,  Ambrose  Bierce,  and  Joseph 
Force  Crater. 

13.  Praetorians,  Uhlans,  Janizaries,  Condit- 
tieri,  and  Epigones. 


14.  Chicken,  Dindon,  Putcr,  Tacchino,  and 
Pavo. 
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!•  vloliniilj  exeunt  Ruhimtein.  o oianiit. 
floa  A ,omou»  harm  except  Checker*,  qii 

exllne*"  mv1t,lco1  creaturei  except  Brontosau 
oenerol'.1  U'*‘  novo1  oHtc,r*  Burniidt, 

irtno  ,onwu*  0C,r«M*»  except  Oomlovo, 


h(  "'T  inn 

Ctioilnioo  Afall|,l0Illlc  furtno  the  Civil  Wor  exc 
“ a"  n, So liMKcttc  in  the  eorlv  Wt 
» All  nrtQ  b"d‘  'he  (.htcknd* 

OotiHt  00,“  ’ mu*«orn»  except  the  Pioter  in 

'h  Ai'„  r”c*?».  »’r'.m»yero.  a tree 


*0  aii  lb..-*  extcnl  Primavero,  a tree 

m i ?hlo*  Him  i,ina 


but  J2f..?iLn<J«nbU'0.  " leppelm. 


. 11  AH  bul  v2ftl2Sl?deJ,.bui'B'  ° « 
to«r.d  ooom  Vo,»'*od  ditoppearcd 

Iploon*.,  w*,#  •IWUln*  tercet  or  bodvouardt 


W»ev 

1 1 o’lVan  «*» 

noiian,  and  »pomui 


m,”l  ' 


An  ^Odd’  Word-Quiz 
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Sue  Mchlroy  of  I Vest  Sunbury  inspect a full-grown  mushrooms. 
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JOHN  A.  ROEBUNG 


WHEN  SHE  REMOVED  THIS  PICTL 
FROM  THE  FRAME,  KATHERINE  GAY 
FOUND  THE  LIST  WHICH  HER  MOTl 
LULU  HEGINBOTHAM  HAD  WRITT 
IDENTIFYING  THE  MEMBERS  OF  7 
SAXONBURG  SCHOOL  CLASS  OF  1 


COURTESY  OF  NELLIE  MAURHOFF^ 

MAIN  STREET  BEFORE  BRICKING 


MINERAL  SPRINGS  HOTEL 
1 MILE  NORTH  OF  SAXONBURG,  PA. 


SAXONBURG  HISTORICAL  TIME  LINE 

1700s  SENECA,  SHAWNEE  AND  DELAWARE  INDIANS  LIVED  IN  AREA. 

1753  FIRST  WHITE  MEN  TO  TRAVEL  IN  BUTLER  COUNTY  WERE 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON  AND  CHRISTOPHER  GIST,  GOING  TO  THE 
FRENCH  FORT  LEBOEUF  NEAR  ERIE. 

1754  FORT  DUQUESNE  BUILT  (AT  PGH)  BY  FRENCH,  TO  CONTROL  W.  PA. 

1755  BRITISH  GENERAL  BRADDOCK  DEFEATED  BY  FRENCH  AND 
INDIANS  IN  AN  ATTEMPT  TO  TAKE  FORT  DUQUESNE. 

1756  INDIAN  SETTLEMENT,  HOLDING  WHITE  PRISONERS,  AT 
KITTANING  ATTACKED  BY  LT.  COLONEL  JOHN  ARMSTRONG  OF 
THE  PA.  REGIMENT. 

1758  BRITISH  COLONEL  BOUQUET  DIRECTED  BUILDING  OF  FORBES 
ROAD  OVER  THE  ALLEGHENY  MOUNTAINS  TO  ATTACK 
FORT  DUQUENE. 

1758  FRENCH  UNSUCCESSFULLY  ATTACKED  FORT  LIGONIER. 

1758  FRENCH  ABANDON  FORT  DUQUESNE  AS  BRITISH  GENERAL 
FORBES  PREPARES  TO  ATTACK  THEM. 

1761  COLONEL  BOUQUET  DEFEATS  INDIANS  AT  BUSHY  RUN  AND 

REINFORCES  FORT  PITT  (FORMER  FRENCH  FORT  DUQUESNE  AT 
PGH). 

1763  INDIAN  CHIEF  PONTIAC  UNSUCCESSFULLY  ATTACKS  FORT  PITT. 

1764  COLONEL  BOUQUET  DEFEATS  INDIANS  AT  MUSKINGHAM,  OHIO. 

1775-1783  AMERICAN  COLONISTS  WIN  REVOLUTION  AGAINST  BRITAIN. 

1783  PA.  LEGISLATURE  GIVES  DEPRECIATION  LANDS,  WHICH  IN- 
CLUDES SOUTHERN  BUTLER  COUNTY,  TO  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR 
VETERANS. 

1790s  FIRST  WHITE  SETTLERS  IN  BUTLER  COUNTY. 

1796  JEREMIAH  SMITH  FAMILY  SETTLED  IN  WEST  WINFIELD  IN  1796. 

1791  U.S.  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT  TAXES  WHISKEY  PRODUCTION. 

1794  INDIAN  POWER  IN  W.  PA.-OHIO  CRUSHED  BY  U.S.  GENERAL 
ANTHONY  WAYNE  AT  BATTLE  OF  FALLEN  TIMBERS  (NEAR 
TOLEDO). 


1794  U.S.  TROOPS  SENT  TO  PGH  AREA  TO  QUELL  WHISKEY  REBELLION. 

1800  BUTLER  COUNTY  FORMED  INTO  FOUR  TOWNSHIPS:  BUFFALO, 
MIDDLESEX,  CONNOQUENESSING,  AND  SLIPPERY  ROCK. 

1801  COOPER  CABIN  BUILT  (NEAR  CONCORDIA  HOME,  EAST  OF  RT.  356) 

1803  VILLAGE  OF  BUTLER  LAID  OUT. 

1804  HARMONITES,  UNDER  GEORGE  RAPP,  SETTLED  IN  HARMONY,  PA. 

1805  PGH  TO  MERCER  ROAD  LAID  OUT  (THROUGH  ZELIENOPLE- 
ROUTE  19), 

1806  THOMAS  HORTON  BUILT  SAWMILL  NEAR  CABOT. 

1817  BOROUGH  OF  BUTLER  FORMED. 

1818  NATIONAL  ROAD  COMPLETED  - BALTIMORE,  CUMBERLAND, 
WASHINGTON,  WHEELING,  ZANESVILLE. 

1821  BUTLER  TO  ERIE  ROAD  COMPLETED. 

1823  JEFFERSON  CENTER  ESTABLISHES  A SCHOOL. 

1825  BUTLER  TO  EBENSBURG  STAGE  LINE  TO  CARRY  MAIL.(ON  THE 
CLAY  TURNPIKE,  THE  TRIP  TOOK  18  HOURS) 

1825  THOMAS  WELSH  BUILT  SAWMILL  ON  THORN  CREEK  (JEFFERSON 
CENTER). 

1827  A.  MCGILL  & COMPANY  RUN  MAIL  STAGES  FROM  PGH.  TO  ERIE. 
FARE  PGH  - BUTLER  $1.50.  LEAVE  PGH.  AM,  BUTLER  THAT 
EVENING. 

1828  FIRST  STEAMBOAT  FROM  PITTSBURGH  STOPS  AT  FREEPORT. 

1829  PA.  TURNPIKE  COMPLETED;  PHILY-LANCASTER-PITTSBURGH. 

1829  PA.  CANAL  OPENS;  PGH,  FREEPORT,  BLAIRSVILLE,  JOHNSTOWN. 

1829  HANNASTOWN  LAID  OUT. 

1831  PITTSBURGH  POPULATION  REACHES  25,000. 

1831  JOHN  AND  CARL  ROEBLING  LEAVE  MUHLHAUSEN,  GERMANY 
FOR  USA  (WITH  N.F.  ADERHOLD,  GENSS,  MANCO,  JANCKE, 
GRABEN  FAMILY. 


1831  SHIP  AUGUST  EDWARD  FROM  BREMEN,  ARRIVES  11  WEEKS 
LATER  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 


1831 


ROEBLING  PARTY  TRAVEL  28  DAYS  TO  PITTSBURGH.  JOHN 

WRITES  A 100  PAGE  LETTER  TO  FERDINAND  BAEHR  IN  GERMANY, 
STATING  THAT  HE  PURCHASED  1600  ACRES  OF  LAND  FROM  MRS. 
SARA  COLLINS,  FOR  $1 .50  PER  ACRE  WITH  AN  OPTION  FOR  AN 
ADDITIONAL  5,000  ACRES.  HE  URGES  BAEHR  TO  COME. 


1832  14  MORE  SETTLERS  ARRIVE  IN  SAXONBURG  AFTER  20  DAY 

WAGON  TRIP  FROM  BALTIMORE.  4 MORE  THE  NEXT  MONTH. 
EISENHARDT,  FERDINAND  BAEHR,  HEINRICH  MUDER,  AUGUST 
BERNIGAU,  WILLIAM  ROEBLING,  CARL  GOEBEL,  J.  MONTAG, 
FUHRMAN,  CHRISTIAN  LAMB,  CHRISTIAN  STUEBGEN,  F.A.  KUNZ, 
ADAM  OHL. 


1833  EMIL  MAUERHOFF  AND  F.D.  SCHWIETERING  ARRIVE,  OPEN  A 
STORE. 

1833  BUTLER  TO  FREEPORT  TURNPIKE  COMPLETED. 

1834  J.G.  HEMBOLD,  H. ADERHOLD,  AND  OTHERS  ARRIVE  IN 
SAXONBURG. 

1834  GEORGE  WELSH  BUILDS  SAWMILL  ON  THORN  CREEK 
(FRAZIER  MILL). 

1834  PORTAGE  CANAL  & RAILROAD  OPENS  OVER  MOUNTAINS  BE- 
TWEEN HOLLIDAYSBURG  & JOHNSTOWN.  PA.  PORTAGE  CANAL 
NOW  COMPLETED  FROM  PHILADELPHIATO  PITTSBURGH. 

1835  DRAWING  OF  SAXONBURG  MAIN  STREET  SHOWING  11  HOUSES: 
MUDER,  TOLLE,  BERNIGAU,  STUEBGEN,  SCHNEIDER,  LAMB, 
BAEHR,  AND  ROEBLING.  (OTHER  NAMES  ARE  NOT  LEGIBLE). 

1836  CORNERSTONE  LAID  FOR  GERMAN  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH. 


1 836  GENERAL  STORE  & CABINETMAKERS  SHOP  OPENED  BY  AUGUST 
BERNIGAU  AND  WIFE  MARTHA. 


1838  POST  OFFICE  SERVICE.  AUGUST  BERNIGAU  POSTMASTER. 

MAIL  RECEIVED  ONCE  A WEEK  FROM  THE  BUTLER-FREEPORT 
STAGE. 


1838  SCHOOL  ESTABLISHED.  BENJAMIN  DOUTHETT  TEACHER. 


1840  SAXONBURG  HAS  61  FAMILIES. 


1841  JOHN  E.  MUDER  OPEN  CABINETMAKERS  SHOP. 

1842  JOHN  ROEBLING  RECEIVES  PATENT  FOR  WIRE  ROPE. 

1844  GEORGE  WELSH'S  GRIST  MILL  ON  THORN  CREEK  (FRAZIER  MILL 
RD). 

1845  PITTSBURGH’S  GREAT  FIRE;  1,000  BUILDINGS  DESTROYED. 

1 846  SAXONBURG  BOROUGH  INCORPORATED;  EMIL  MAURHOFF, 
BURGESS. 

1847  WINFIELD  IRON  FURNACE  IN  OPERATION;  COAL  MINED  AND 
COKED. 

1849  BUTLER  STAGE  TO  FREEPORT  TO  MEET  PGH.  PACKET  STEAM- 
BOAT. 

1850  ROEBLING  BUILDS  WIRE  ROPE  FACTORY  IN  TRENTON,  NEW 
JERSEY. 

1851  BUTLER  PLANK  ROAD  BEING  BUILT  TO  PITTSBURGH. 

1852  WESTERN  DIVISION  OF  PA.  RAILROAD  OPEN  PGH.  TO 
JOHNSTOWN. 

1854  PA.  RAILROAD  OPEN  ACROSS  MOUNTAINS  TO  BYPASS 
PORTAGE. SEVEN  DAY  TRIP  TO  PHILADELPHIA  NOW  REDUCED  TO 
15  HOURS. 

1855  ALLEGHENY  VALLEY  RAILROAD.  ONLY  6 HOURS  FREEPORT  TO 
PGH. 

1856  WINFIELD  COALAND  IRON  CO.  FORMED. 

1857  FRAZIER  REBUILDS  WELSH'S  MILLS  TO  OPERATE  WITH  STEAM. 

1859  BUTLER  COACH  CONNECTION  AT  FREEPORT  WITH  ALLEGHENY  RR. 

1860  BELL  INSTALLED  IN  CHURCH  STEEPLE. 

1863  YOUNG  MEN  DRAFTED  FOR  UNION  ARMY  IN  CIVIL  WAR. 

1868  MONTAG  AGRICULTURAL  EQUIPMENT  FACTORY,  JEFFERSON  CNTR. 

1869  SAINT  LUKES  CHURCH  CORNERSTONE  LAID  ON  MAIN  STREET. 

1870  SAXONBURG  CENSUS  SHOWS  295  PEOPLE. 

1871  BUTLER  BRANCH  RAILROAD  TO  FREEPORT.  SAXON  STATION  (IN 


CABOT)  AND  DELANO  STATION  (MARWOOD)  SERVE  SAXONBURG. 
1874  GAS  WELL  DRILLED  IN  SAXON  CITY  (CABOT). 

1874  MAP  OF  SAXONBURG  INDICATES  26  LOTS  ON  MAIN  STREET. 

1876  CARBON  BLACK  (LAMP  BLACK)  PRODUCTION  IN  CABOT. 

1883  SAXONBURG  POPULATION  IS  NOW  APPROXIMATELY  300. 

1883  BUTLER  COUNTY  HISTORY  BOOK  INDICATES  SAXONBURG 
CRAFTSMEN: 

CABINETMAKERS:  JACOB  NEHER  (MARRIED  BERNIGAU'S 
WIDOW)  AND  JOHN  E.  MUDER. 

BLACKSMITH:  JONAS  TIETER  AND  LANG. 

TIN  SHOP:  H.A.  STEIPEL. 

TANNERY:  FRANKE. 

PLASTERER:  J.T.  HICKMAN. 

HARNESS  SHOPS:  WILLIAM  SCHROTH  & SON,  E.  STUEBGEN. 
SPINNING  & CARDING:  FERDINAND  BAEHR  & A.  EISENHART 
(OPERATED  ON  ONE  HORSEPOWER). 

CARPENTERS:  SOMMER,  STARKE,  FRIESE,  DUSCHERT,  FRITSCH. 
OTHERS:  BAKER,  PAINTER,  MARBLE  CUTTER,  4 SHOEMAKERS. 

1884  OIL!  GOLDEN  CITY  GROWS  ONE  MILE  WEST  OF  SAXONBURG. 

1887  SAXONBURG’S  50  YEAR  CELEBRATION;  MAIN  STREET  GRADED. 

1888  SAXONBURG  HERALD  NEWSPAPER. 

1890  WEST  WINFIELD  BRANCH  RAILROAD  FROM  MONROEVILLE. 

1890  BUTLER  LIGHT,  HEAT,  & MOTOR  CO.  (FIRST  ELECTRICITY  IN 
AREA) 

1892  YEAKLE  BROTHERS  DRILL  GAS  WELL,  LAY  PIPE  ON  MAIN 
STREET. 

1 893  SAXONBURG  GAS  COMPANY  ORGANIZED  BY  35  RESIDENTS,  ONE 
STOVE  $2.00,  TWO  STOVES  $3.50,  $.20/MO  FOR  LIGHTS. 

1893  LIMESTONE  & COALMINING  IN  WEST  WINFIELD,  THREE  KILNS. 

1895  JOHN  WILSON'S  GAS  WELL  IN  PRESENT  ROEBLING  PARK; 
BECOMES  SAXONBURG  HEAT  & LIGHT. 

1895  BUTLER  COUNTY  HISTORY  BOOKS;  BUSINESS  IN  SAXONBURG: 
HOTELS:  SAXONBURG  EXCHANGE  - N.F.  ADERHOLD;  VOGELEY 
HOUSE;  UNION  HOTEL  - E.F.  MUDER;  PFABE  HOUSE  - C.  STUEBGEN' 


SAXONBURG  HOTEL  (BRICK  BUILDING) - FRED  PFABE 
GENERAL  STORES:  HEMBOLD  & SONS,  T.  KRAUSE  & GEO. 
MAURHOFF. 

PHYSICIAN  & DRUG  STORE:  DR.  E.B.  MERSHON. 

FLOUR  & SEED  STORE:  CHARLES  PFEIFFER. 
LUMBERYARD:  SACHS  & WETZEL. 

WAGON  SHOP:  WILLIAM  DRESHER. 

OPERA  HOUSE:  BUILT  BY  KNOCH  & ROETTIG. 

TWO  SCHOOLS:  OPEN  7 MONTHS  EACH  YEAR,  44  BOYS, 
Sfi  GIRLS. 


1898  BESSEMER  & LAKE  ERIE  RAILROAD;  JUST  WEST  OF 
SAXONBURG. 

1900  BUTLER  PASSENGER  RAILWAY  COMPANY  (STREETCARS). 

1901  WILLIAM  HEGINBOTHAM  HAS  METAL  SHOP  ON  MAIN  STREET. 

1902  WINFIELD  SAND  COMPANY,  CRUSHED  LIMESTONE  FOR  GLASS 
COS. 


1907  PGH.  & BUTLER  ELECTRIC  RAILWAY;  STREETCARS  TO  ETNA. 
1907  MINERAL  SPRINGS  HOTEL.  (HOTELTREDUR,  RUDERT  FAMILY). 


1907  SAXONBURG  TELEPHONE  COMPANY  FORMED. 


1916  MAIN  STREET  PAVED. 

1924  COLONEL  WASHINGTON  ROEBLING  WROTE  HISTORY  OF 
SAXONBURG  FOR  BUTLER  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


1926  PUBLIC  ELECTRICITY  IN  SAXONBURG 

1932  SAXONBURG  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION.  JOHN  E.  MUDER, 
POSTMASTER  AND  MORTICIAN,  CHAIRMAN. 

1932  SAXONBURG  MUNICIPAL  WATER  SYSTEM;  FIRE  COMPANY 
ORGANIZED. 

1930s  KDKA  RADIO  BEGINS  TRANSMITTING  FROM  SAXONBURG  AREA. 


1937  IRA  D.  YODER  & MENN  S.  YODER  BEGAN  MUSHROOM  GROWING. 
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